? 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE. 
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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


THE INDICATOR. 


“Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.” 
By F. J. Burcoyng. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.’ 


“* The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. J. 
Oate. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A, 
Cotgreave (Public Libraries, West Ham. London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used,’”’* 


‘‘*THE SCOTSMAN.?’’ 


“ All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See also “Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F§.A. (page 360); ** Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D. ; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &c. 


_ _ * As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it. 


“FREE PuBLic LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 

The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatirgly speak of its vaJre, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up littie-room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian.” 

* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
which similar testimonials have been received. 


THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subscribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
**DAILY NEWS.”’ 


‘*A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature ’ would, 
if properly done, be a great time-saving machine. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A., Cotgreave, The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 


me ‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.” 

“The Editor of the ‘DUBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T.W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster.” 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians 

N.B—The Contents-Subject Index will be supplied to all Library Assistants at a 
reduced price, if applied for before publication 

Full particulars of the above and also of other Library Aids sent upon application 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Founpep 1895. Fountu Session. YEAR 1898-9. 

Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as wo further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out 

FEBRUARY MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, February 
8th, at Shoreditch Public Library, Kingsland Road, N.E., when, 
after an inspection of this recently enlarged building, a visit will 
be paid to the Central Library, Pittield Street, N.E., where at 8 
o'clock Mr. W.C. Plant, Librarian of Shoreditch, will read a 
paper on “ John Dawson and his Books.” Ladies are invited, 
as well as subscribers to this Journal. 

MARCH MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 8 p.m., on Wednesday, March 
Sth, at Cripplegate Institute, Golden Lane, E.C., when, after 
the reading of a short paper on ‘An undeveloped field of 
Librarianship” by Mr. W. L. Selby (Bristol), Mv. W. J. Harris 
(Cripplegate) will read a paper to open a discussion on ‘ Lending 
Library Systems.” 

JANUARY MEETING. 

A meeting was held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
Sth, at St. Saviour’s Public Library, Mr. H. D. Roberts in 
the chair, when there was a good attendance of members, and 
Mr. A. J. Philip (//ampstead) opened the discussion on ‘* Classi- 
fication,” with an excellent paper, which is printed elsewhere. 
The paper was discussed by Messrs. F. M. Roberts, Soper, 
Wood, Chambers, McDouall, Thorne, Dyer, and the Chairman. 

Mr. Soper, seconded by Mr. McDouall, moved the vote of 
thanks to Mr. Philip, and Mr, Chambers, seconded by Mr. Dyer, 
to the Chairman. Mr. H. D. Roberts replied, welcoming the 
L.A.A. again to Southwark, and congratulated them on the 
improvements they had made since they were last there. 

New Mempers.—At the last committee meeting were 
elected :—Srnion: W. Gill (London); Juniors : W. G. Gillespie 
(St. George, Hanover Square); C. Abbott (Kastbowrne) ; Miss Lucy 
(Worcester). 
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LIBRARIANSHIP IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
by Epwanp H. Minuer, Lipranran or Bunawayo. 


At the present moment when South Africa looms large in 
the minds of many in England, some account of its Libraries 
und of the pay and prospects of librarianship there may be of 
interest. At the beginning of the year a Blue Book™ was issued 
by the Colonial Secretary’s Department containing the reports 
of the Public Libraries in Cape Colony for 1897. According to 
this document there are over 100 libraries receiving Government 
urants, and at first sight one might conclude that an assistant 
with a good practical training at home would find ample scope 
for his abilities in the Colony. I am compelled to admit, 
however, that this is not the case; the one hundred libraries 
inentioned only show an aggregate of 351,000 books, and 7,351 
subseribers. As a matter of fact, only about 12 libraries contain 
over 5,000 volumes, and the following table will show the 
positions in the most concise manner. 











= ( sub- (iovt. arial. 23 : 
4 1 ARY V OLS. ons ald PaAlUries, 
~ wr (erat 
yor tio) 
i i L x 
l, Cape Town, S.A. Lib. 2.) 00199 | 672 § 1.250 ae or 1.26147 
v1: , |, = ' - - - -—- - * 
2. Port Elizabeth ... ft oL4TQO 4 505 ' 500 1.057 oS47 
| | j 
” ve } } { 070d ' ont ' om -e- wr . 
3. Kimberley eee ..-| 20.668 307 Sou 1.555 GO4F 
| 
' 
1. Grahamstown... ...[ 14.864 | 319 300 mn 2157 
5. Kingwilliamstown 9...) 1.549 | 256 300 14 221+ 
} j 
G. Graff Reinet... af 7.300 11 240 164 120 
j 
7. Queenstown af 7184 [179 10 233 89 
s. East London os} C458 | 202 200 257 100 
% Cradoeck ... eon cal mae. 165 175 }S6 86 
10. Beaconsfield ...| 3.066 | 16 Ws B07 149 
Bulawayo. Rhodesia...) 2.500 | 100 L200 £703 £360 





The total population of the area in which the libraries are 
situated is under 400,000 Europeans, and, of course, there are 
ilso circulating libraries. 

There are three libraries, viz., those at Lovedale, Mossel 
ay, and Fort Beaufort, containing 7,500, 7,027, and 5,820 
volumes, but as the salaries paid are only £6, £9, and £39 
respectively, I presume they have no librarian proper. There 
ue several places I know in the Colony where a subscriber can 














Walk in, cGhenge a book, and jot his or her nainc dow 
register on tle table ; [open access with a vengeance 

places the schoolmaster, clergyinan, or in some cases a lad 
irop in twic — and set things straight. Iron 
libraries in tne officia np | have taken 83, and the sal 
paid averove at eth r £22 per annum, so one can only supp 


there is no permanent librarian whose whole time is oceu 
these towns 
The Scuth Atrican Library, Cape Town, is undoubtedly 
inest in South Af ica, There is a magnificent selection of b 
ncluding the priceless collection presented by Sir George Gi 
Mr. Greenweod in his ‘ Public Libraries,’ 4th ed., p. 
speaking of this | a me museum, deplores the want ol 
in both departments; the museum having been transf 
nowever, t a handsome building on the opposite side 


] 


botanical gordens leaves ample accommodation in the orig 


building for the library. The average number of volumes iss 


xceeds 3.000 |] moath, with a daily attendance ot 
Generally s e libraries —, - inv table 
only 0! } Col hy, which equi al the pi blic lib 
large tow 3 at home 





There are also two or three very fine libraries in 
Oranve Free State, and the Transvaal, as well as Rhod 
new building is, 1 believe, now in progress for the libra 
Durban, the present accommodation being found ins 


ulawayo now has a library building erected at a cost of £ 
nd a public library is being formed at Salisbury. The 1 
south Africa, Company have assisted the Bulawayo ILnstit 


very handsome manner, having presented the trustees 


the ground, advanced the funds for building, and give an 


“rant of £200, another £125 being received from the Munici 
Taken ali round, I think I may say the work is 

wduous as at home, and the climate is agreeable and heal 
[t would be absurd for a librarian to come out to At 

the hoy : obtaining employment until a vacancy occ 


even ther Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Johannesbu 
shoregpe ave the only towns in which he could expect to 


such employzuent. The less developed districts present 


same dif, culty that exists in the rural districts at home. 


s no do abt of the valuable work libraries could and wo 
but the scatiered simall groups of houses and the lack of 
nucome present insupeiable difficulties at present, thoug) 
nay be solved later by an efficient distributive system, eit 
sroupe d districts or by a good system of book parcels iss 
the National Library and “changed periodically. 

One word before these notes are finished. Everyone 
ing of leaving the old country and of taking up work 
colonies, should remember that the purchasing power o 
is not the ss:me here as at home, and what may see 
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large salary if payable in England is relatively less valuable 
paid in a newer country where the cost of living is higher. 

[Note by the Editorial Committee. copy of this Blue 
Look has been prescieted hy Mr. Viller to the L.A.A. library, Qi 
iid letter that Mr. Miller has wldressed to the Elitor he SAYS “a Jy 
uccordance with your letter of August Ith L put myself tn com 
munication with the L.A. and have since been elected. Please 
accept my best wishes ior the coming year.’ The L.A. ts to be 
congratulated, and who shall say now that thas journal is no’ 
needed when in the outpost of the cuipire,” as wi London, uf 43 
stimulating interest not only in the organisation of junior librarian 
ship, but dil the Ord cirisliont of the profession generally ?] 

BOOKS, &c.. RECHIVED 
Muglische Volksbibliotheken. Von Dr. Ernst Schultze. Berlin 
L898.  Svo. 

This essay. reprinted from the A//eqgemline Zeit vng, sets forth the writer's 
iutpressions after a round of visits to our libraries. His general attitude is 
mostly one of envy, rarely of criticism. He singles out for especial prais 
the architectural merits of the buildings, the liberal hours of opening, an: 
the existence of news-rooms. reference departinents, and branch librarie- 
All these, it would appear. are lacking in Germany. Dr. Schultze is muci 
impressed by the presence in every library of some treasured books or co!- 
lection, and explains by this the readiness of our librarians to visit o1 
another's institutions. sid their pride in their own, J. McF. 
Rotherhithe Publie Library. Catalogue of Books in the Lending 

and Reference Departments. Compiled by H. A. Shuttle- 
worth. [Rotherhithe] L895. Svo. 328 pp. 

This is a dictionary catalogue of the somewhat usual type. The printinz 
wars marks of hasty proof correction, and the compilation of the catalogu 
ix in some places equally hasty. The alphabetisation is not quite perfec 
ej. ** Peter the Great follows = Peter the Whaler.” Unfortunately, n 
scheme of Subject Headings scem~ to have been drawn up before commencing 
the catalogue, and synonymous headings occur— Entomology and Insect- 
Holy Land and Palestine. while under France, Germany, ete., will be foun 
histories. historical biographies, and works on the topography, language an 
literature of the country in one group, while under England there occur on! 
histories and topographies. while English Literature and English Languag 
are placed under Literature and Languages only. Marks of haste, too, ar: 
such entries as * France, Prendergast (T.) Manual of French,” and “Languag 
Prendergast (T.) French Manual’: but haste alone cannot account for suc 
entries as Applied Mechanics and ‘Treatise on Chemistry, alphabetised und: 
their first words, nor for the entry of Wurtzs Atomic Theory under Physics 
(instead of Chemistry). of Woolcomb’s Light and Sound under Chemistry, « 
of the cross reference Heat. see also Chemistry (instead of Physics.) A car 
ful consultation of a standard catalogue would have also saved such errors a+ 
the entry under Mathematics of two works on Trigonometry (thoug 
(lifford’s Common Sense of the Exact Sciences appears under Exact), wit 
cross references to Chemistry. Mechanics. and Arithmetic only, and of the 
entry of these same two works under Geometry and Mensuration. A work 
on Geodesy is also entered under Trigonometry. Marco Polo and Tyel 
rahe should be alphabetised under Polo and Brahe, and not under their fir- 
names, while it is as unusual to place under Prince the biographies of Alber» 
Prince Consort, Albert Edward of Wales. Louis II. of Condé, and, in 
monarchical country at least, it is usual to place biographies of members « 
regnant families under the country’s mune. ti reprinting the catalogue » 
careful revision will be necessary. 
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ot Manchester. Forty-sixth Annus! Report of she Public 
Free Libraries Committee. 1897-8. ; Manchester, LSS 
8vo. 26 p.p. 
atalogue of the Alexander Ireland Collection in the Fre 
ce Library. Compiled by J. Hibbert Swan. Ma 
r, 1998. 8vo. 26p.p. 
Manchester Public Free Libraries. Quarterly Record. Vol. 
Nos. 2 and 3... Manchester, 1898. &vo 
In view of the visit of the L.A. to Manchester this year these pub 
ms are especially interesting. The Report does not present uny 
features, but it isa record of work of sterling value The catalog 






eland collection ix an admirable specimen of haw a special collection s 
catalogued, while in No. 2 of the * Record” is an excellent index 
«uthors’ editors and to the titles of anonymous hook-~ 
The Labour Annual, 1500. The year book for social : 
political reformers. Idited, printed and published by Josep! 
Edwards, Wallasey, Cheshire. 1899. Svo. 192 p.p. and & 
p.p. index to the contents of the L.A. 1895-7. Price Is. 
This is the fifth year of issue of the standard reference book for reforn 


With an absolutely impartial breadth of view. the editor has set himselt 
enormous task, and all causes. societies, journals. and people that seek 
larch onward are catalocued wirhout bias Oo) prejudice. Librarians 
articular will be interested in the portraits of J.P. Edwards and T, Greenwo 
while the directory of useful addresses is well named 
\ Souvenir presented by the Public Libraries and Techni 
Instruction Committee to J. P. Edwards, lisq., in con 
memoration of his Opening the West Ham Technic 
Institute and Central Public Library on October 6th, 189% 
West Ham, 1898. 8vo. 115 p.p. [Compiled by 





A. Cotgreave, I.R.Hist.S., and A. Li. Briscoe. | Price Sd 
At the conclusion of the January meeting every member of the L.A.A 
who wv present, by the liberality of Mr. Cotgreave. was presented w 
py of this valuable souvenir, and a bound copy was presented for dep 
he L.A4.A. Library. A more beautiful s r has seldom been publish 
auy library committee, and the prefatory tof Mr, J. P. Edwards 
st likeness that has yet been published. 
\ List of ‘ . . the Books, Pamphlets, etc., contained il 
St. Saviour’s Public Library, Southwark . . . illus 


history and antiquities of the borough. 8 p.p.8 





trating th 


This is a li e hand list i led reconnection with a lecture given 
ading room by Sir W. Besant, and is interesting showing the s} 
‘ tion that is pa l to local topographical collections in London. B. L. — 


THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM «© LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT.” 

On p. 117 the Editor offered a sinall prize for the 
lefinition of a ‘ library assistant’’-—a very vexed quest 
lee at the present moment. The answers sent in have 
ecn many, but the best are: 

1.—One engaged to help the librarian professionall) 

P.c. 5B. 
, 


2. An individual who, serving unde: 








ible to all kinds of duty, from catalogni znd issuing 
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bocks in the reference library lo stoking vd Turnact.<— 
Civis. 
3.—One who assists his chief whatever the duties may be 


and one who is regarded by the borrowers and readers 
as their own personal property.—J. L. 

4.—\ student of library science, who despises not th 
weariness of serving the sacred fire of knowledge, bu: 
who one day hopes by much striving to worthily full 
the high office of conservator of the temple of learning 

EXcELSs10k. 

Whai was wanted was a thoroughly good and useful rule by 
which to distinguish between library assistants and librarians 
\ve branch librarians assistants? Is the head of a grea 
reference library, or the superintendent of a cirele of branci 
libraries, an assistant? That he is so nominally is true, but it 
organising the profession for educational purposes, let us say, 
could one with truth inelude gentlemen holding such posts in 
the term “library assistants”? How far more responsible ma: 
be the duties of such ‘assistants’ than those of the “ chict 
librarian’ of Slocum Parva, who, with his one and only 
assistant, adininisters a library perchance out of a total incom 
of £200 a year or less, and who has in all things implicitly t 
‘aurry out the instructions and, practically, to assist the Clerk ot 
the District Board ? 

Perhaps some of the readers of this journal will be goo: 
enough to send in further definitions. Meanwhile the priz 
book is awarded to Mr. P. C. Bursill, of St. George's, Hanove: 
Square, whose delinition, so far as it goes, is very good. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

The E te r solicits CL DVESSIONS of OPUNIO? On all matters ¢ 
muterest to the profession, but does not hold hinself responsible for 
the riews er opuudids of correspondents. | 

THE L.A. CLASSES: THE “OPEN DOOR.” 

To the Hon. Sec., L.A.A., 
Dear Stir, 

Your resolution has my entire sympathy. I hope to se 
the ‘‘ open door” effectually closed by the efforts of the libra: 
assistants. It seems to me, after careful consideration of the 
many difficulties assistants at present labour under—such as 
sinall salaries, keen competition among themselves when applying 
for higher positions, long hours, &c.—that to deliberately keep 
open the way for others who have leisure and money to spent 
in acquiring a theoretical knowledge to fit them for a positio 
that there are already hundreds of assistants ably fitted ¢ 
occupy, is a shame, and I believe it only requires that the 
matter should be carefully brought before tie Library Associa- 
tion for them to proinptly acquiesce in the library assistants 
request. Yours faithfully, ARCHIBALD SPARKE 

Carlisle, 9/1/99. 





Dear § 


{ desive to thauk you for a copy of your excellent 

urnal, “The Library Assistant,” and in doing so you 

, 2 ’ ° ae | 
erhaps allow ine to add that my deepest sympathy is with v 


ociation in its efforts to persuade the L.A. to limit th classes 
yassistants. Jam convinced that it is unjust that thos 
ork so assiduou ly in our libraries should be expected to ¢ 
to competition with some who may ovly have the : 


Tnltive 1deas OF the practical side of a librarian’s auty. 


Yours, with best wishes, FRED TURNE! 
pve i -y 
Dak 
My opinion, which I venture to give despite its ap 


heterodoxy, is that the hardworking assistant (and, if he be 
nardworking, the public and the profession will be the bet 
ne vemain an assistant!) | 





AL 1a for the present and on the wl 
thing to fear by the adinittance of outsiders to the L. 


lasses. Most of us need some ineentive other than the love 


nowledge for its own sake . 50 downright hard and conti 

7 grinding,” al d 1 think thi policy of the ‘open door 

wove a wise one 1 that it will be, by reason of its heal 

mnpetition, jus 4 an incentive, and thus produce th 
libyarian most needed Ile, however, will only evolve f 


hat assistant who does not despair at all at the ‘ open do 
yut is rather fired to a inere devoted and strenuous applicat 

o his studies, which is but the natural effect on the many whos 
st comes out only in opposition. Tor a few years yet 
ccaslonal ‘plum ” of thi prole ssion moy 280 to a dumn 
brarian (a man with wn Art’s degree and «a theoretical trai 
ily f), but this disadvai tage will be inore than outweig 
he fact that a number of assistants will have become near 
sing ‘“workmen that needeth not to be ashamed,” and / 

i this very kind of co: ipetition, which T consider is a thin 
» lesired. 





« 


rhod | 


I only approve of one way of raising the status of 


ibrarian (a subject about which some of our confreres are und 
mncerned, and I pity them if their concern means that th 
ibrarians chiefly tor wh: “un make, for the best rewards 


f our high cullin re other than salary) and that 1 
ngeressive one, but the indirect one of raising the standard, 
specially on his intellectual side, of the individual hbraria 
Phe ‘‘ open door” is one way to a higher standard, and if 
rive with the outsiders in entering thereat they will have 
ittle chance of success, and you will get the inheritanc 


yours, and als< be \" thy if o44 





Yours faithfully, HY. BOND 
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The provincial members of the L.A.A. are proud of the 
ner in which our London colleagues are protesting against 
‘open door.” 

\s a rule, the outsiders are those who can afford to remain 

Ye and are those who have most influence, and in securing 
posts will thus be able to beat the average librarian as well as 
assistant. Wishing you every success, 

Yours very truly, A SENIOR ASSISTANT OF THE N.W. 

W1/99. 
Dear Sir, 

May I echo the remarks of ‘‘anti-outsider.”” It is late in the 

lay to criticise the last balance-sheet of the Education Com- 

ttee, but a little light on the figures published would be 
nelpful. Why was more than a half the L.A. grant spent in 
rinting, and the enormous sum of £4 paid for the reporting of 
‘he Inaugural inceting, and other sums spent on what assistants 
have aiwaye considered rather an occasion for the glorification of 
e Education Committee than as a serious inauguration 

vk? Can you inform me if any payments were made to 
mbers of the Education Committee, or of the Council, fo 
vices rendered as lecturers, and whether vou consider if a 
yventlemen so receiving payment ought not to resign a seat on a 
-ommittee from which he receives emolunent ? 

16/199. Yours truly, \N INSIDER. 
Dear Sir, 

| cordially support the resolution of the L.A.A. with respec 

e adimittance of non-library assistants to the classes. 

I admit that the exclusion of half-a-dozen non-library 

Sssistants would not make a yreat difference de it Is necessary 
to look ahead. The half-dozen will incre: and if you cannot 


ae t 


leal with the matter now, how can you e = ct to do so when that 
ber has become multiplied ? 
Then will commence a struggle for existence between the 
theoretically and the practically trained assistants. 
Young men and women finding they can qualify for positions 
libraries by obtaining the L.A. Certificate, will attend th 
classes, and the assistants who have to work lone hours (for small 
nay), eleven, or eleven-and-a-half months, out of twelve, will have 
Lisa. te with, and perhaps find themselves ousted by candi- 
2s Who have nothing to do, but study for the cxaminations— 
“ee an unjust and undignified position—and the Library 
\ssociation will be to blame for landing them there. 
I consider that the difficulties assistants have to contend 
ith, at present, are very great, but by the adoption of a policy 
open access to the classes, they are intensified and added to. 
I feel sure it is only necessary to approach: the Council of 
lu.A. in the proper spirit, with a clear stutement of affairs, to 
obtain a linitation of admission. 
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I am confident that, if the question of admitting outsiders t 
the classes was brought before the L.A. annual meeting 
would meet with the negative cf a legislative preponderanc 
the members. Yours truly, ALFRED J. HUTCHINSON 

Millom, 14 1,99. 
Dear Sir, 

It is very gratifying to the L.A.A. generally and my 
particularly, as mover of the resolution which has proved suc 
easus belli to see the letters in your last issue. These si 
that if there were a larger number of librarians on the Cow 
of the L.A. who have been “through the will,’ and k 
exactly what is required to raise the status of assistants, 
appreciate the difficulties through which we have to pass (I 
and irregular hours, low salaries, etc.), before we can imp 
our knowledge and better our positions—instead of men, ma 
of them very able, but who are not in tcuch with assistants beca 
they have few or none in their own libraries, they would not 
so inconsiderate as to open a door through which men who hi 
not done their share of the initiative work can enter and u 
from us positions which justly belong to us, and thus inake 
profession of librarianship an exception. But I think if 
continue to protest with the help of the librarians and L 
provincial branches, and attend t] heominy classes i 
strong body, thus showing that there are plenty of assista 
who are willing to acquire more knowledge of their professi 
and attain that ideal state of edueation which the Com 
rightly think is necessary to make a capable librarian out of 
assistant, we shall evertually win over those who are now o 
of sympathy with us, and remove an evil which if allowed 
continue will prove an additional menace to our already dubio 


Sry4 


prospects. 
Stoke Newington. Yours sincerely, H. TAPLEY SOPER 

These letters have been sel cted from ManNY that hav heen ss 

the Editor in FESPORSE to his request jor candul opin ONS. Na 

/etiers ha af 63 been perforce unprinted P47CUUSEC they wer by 

reiterated arguments already used, but not one THT le é 

upholding the action of the L.A. Council has not bee ) 

** (uot he mines, tot sententiae sed que lacit, consensit.”’ 


A meeting was held at Bishopsgate Institute, when Mr. W 
G. Snowsill read a paper, entitled ‘“‘ The Music Section in P 
Libraries : An Appeal for the Introduction of a Music Secti 
Rate-supported Libraries.”” He sympathised with the call w 
has recently been made through the Press for the establishine 
of musi¢e libraries in conjunction with the public library moi 
ment. The discussion which followed the paper clearly show 
that librarians are keenly alive to the importance of 
question. 


~ 


FRASER && Co. (Late of 18, Gate Street, ) 


Advertising & Printing Contractors. 
ADVERTISEMENTS ror CATALOGUES, BOOKMARKS, &e. 
PUBLIC LIBRARY work a SPECIALITY. 


HiGHEStT REFERENCES. 
TEMPORARY OFFICES since fire: 


18, BRIDE LANE, LUDGATE CIRCUS, E.C. 


JOHN & EDWARD BUMPUS, LIMITED, 


Booksellers to HM. the Queen and the Royal Family, 


350, Oxford Street, London, W, 


(And 5 and 6, Holborn Bars, E.C.) 


One of the largest and best selected stocks in the kingdom, displayed in 
Three Departments. viz. : 


1 NEW BOOKS (vround floor), All the standard and current literature, 
2.-LEATHER BOUND BOOKS (first tloor), A very great variety. 
3.-SECOND-HAND BOOKS (second and third floors). Many 


thousands of volumes, 








The supply of Public Libraries is specially catered for, the discount 
allowed off the prices of New Books being unequalled (Terms on application.) 


Also a liberal discount is allowed from the marked prices of Second. 


Hand Books, 


Messrs. BUMPUS have the supply. in addiction to others, 
Free Libraries : 


West Ham, Bishopsgate, Shoreditch, Streatham, Hertford, Leyton 
Si. Bride's, Cripplegate, Richmond. 


MYERS & Co. 


Second-}and Booksellers, 
44, BOOKSELLERS’ ROW, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


of the follow ing 





Ve ry large Stock of Standard Works to select from. Spe Hal rns to 
INSPECTION INVITED. 


44, Booksellers’ Row, Strand, London, W.C 


Catalogues issued Monthly and sent Post Free on applic 


Branches for New Books at full Discount Prices: 
29, King William Street, City, E.C., 
LN 


21, Railway Approach. London Bridge Station 








THE LIBRARY SUPPLY Co. 


Makes or can supply 


roy hy deg Staple Fast 

Card Cabinet Library Nu 

St ‘1 Bo k Stac Museum Lal 

B es Museum ¢ R 
R wolvin r Be okeast Mu eum ( ( 
Roll “eon Foe Glass-Topped B g 
Chairs Museum N 

Tabl Sprinw Pr 

Newspi seper Stands Stationery 
Newspape r Fasteners Book Support 
Name Tablets Shelf I el H 
Periodical Covers Shelf Fittines 
Periodical Racks Match-Strik P 
Counters Periodicals ] 
Indicators Rubber Da 
Pam} Ohl t Cases Yuplica 


IN FACT EYERYTHING FOR LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS 
EXCEPT BOOKS. 


“LIBRACO” SERIES OF ACCOUNT BOOKS 
FOR LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS 
Fep. Folio, 288pp., on sound Linen Paper, Ruled and P: ul; 
Cloth sides, Gold blocked. 


l, Borrowers’ Register = 8. Vi Book 10 
2 Lit brary Accessions... owe 10s, 9, Be nee Boca 

3. Library Register... a 10. Library Sh R ] 
1. Li ibrary Catalovue.., we Bae ll. Library Sta tics : ] 
f Periodicals Register ace 328, 12. Proposition Book 

6. Museum Accessions ae 13. Douation Book 

7. Bindery Book Me ae 14 Minu e Book 


THE LIBRARY STOCK BOOK, folio, 10,000 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE LIBRARY SUPPLY Co. 


LIBRARY WORLD. Monthly. A mediun of inte 
Librarians. 5s. 6d. per annum, post free 


SOUVENIR OF THE 2ist ANNUAL en OF THE LIBRARY 


ASSOCIATION. Heldat Sout hport—Preston—Wi SUN, 3s. 6d. 
MANUAL OF LIBRARY saeieiains & SHELF ARRANGEMENT. 
By JAMss D. Brown, Librarian. Clerkenwell Pu Library. I 


Crown Svo., Cloth, 4s, net. 


ADJUSTABLE CLASSIFICATION FOR LIBRARIES. [By J.D. Brow 
Interleaved. 1s. 6d, 


MANUAL OF LIBRARY CATALOGUING AND INDEXING. By J. H 
QUINN, Librarian, Chelsea Public Libraries. Lond Fs 
1899 


PUBLIC LIBRARY eRINER. By FRANKLIN T. Bat 
Fulham Publie Librari 


CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION 


LIBRARY SUPPLY Co., 


4. Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row, LONDON, EC. 


Library Assistants’ Association. 


' 








- The L.A.A. “Greenwood 1899” Prize Essays. 
3A ADJUDICATORS. 








Mr. J. P. BRISCOE Mr. L. INKSTER 
(Vert phim), (Batters 
Mr. J. D. BROWN Me. J. of. QUINN 
( (Cle ell). (Chelser), 
Ma. KR. K. DENT Mr. W. H. K. WRIGHI1 
(elsten Manor) (Ply) outhy 
LIST OF SUBJECTS FOR THE ESSAYS. 
( JUNIOR. 
|. The every day work of an assistant in a library 
2, My professional studies. 
he 
SENIOR. 
10s, i. How I would organise and administer a public libra 
sa having a gross income not exceeding £800 a year. [A list 
na 500 indispensable works should be added. ] 
10s, 29. How to deal with books from their accession t 
10s. . cas } on 
TT delivery to the borrower. 
CONDITIONS. 
1. All bona-fide library assistants may compete 
under the age of 18 may colmpete only in the Junior clas-~ 
for all over the age of 18 in the Senior class. 
2. All prizes are entirely at the discretion of the 
RY adjudicators, but every essay premiated shall become 
et, property of the “L.A.A.," to print in their official journal 
iT. 3. <All essays in the Junier class shall not be longer th 
on 1,000 words, nor shorter than 500; and the prizes shall be £2 
LO0s., and {1 5s. for the essays placed lst and Ind in c¢act 
Me subject. 
1, All essays in the Senior class shall not be longer tha 
7 1,500 words, nor shorter than 750; and the prizes shall be £4 
o and £2 4s. for the essays placed Ist and 2nd in each subject 
7” 5. <All essays shall be sent to the Hon. Sec., Library 


Assistants’ Association, Old Brompton Road, S.W., not lat 
than May 30th, 1899, signed with a distinguishing name 
mark, and accompanied by a sealed envelope bearing outsid 
such name or mark, and haying inside the real name and addve-s 
of the competitor. 

By order of the Committee, January, 1899 








LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION. 


e" 1g! ‘fe particularly with a scheme special, i} vl 
Dritish Public Libraries. 


By A. J. Prep. 


nay be thought prestimnptious Of me, alter tl ‘ 
of Messrs. Dewey, Quinn, Brown, and the many others 


have done so much in this particular branch of Lib 


~ ce, and also in view of the fact that there are already more 

n one hundred and thirty systems of classification from whicl 
ay choose. I say you may think it presumptuous of me 

empt to add anything to what is already known ; [ hope tl 

6 is your feeling, as there will thus be a reasonable 
t unity, that if use less, my seheme will be demolished in its 
a ey, and that if worthy of finding a place with those othe 

ey stelus which have been reseued from oblivion it will 1 


strengthened and ten red hy your approva 
If such be your thought, | shall come to the point as qui 
+ inay be, to allow time f{ 
be impatient to pour upon this new-born classification, 
If the systems which have been promulgated were suffici¢ 
r needs on this side of the Atlantic there vould be no ea 


Iné . . . { 1 
night eveh say no room ior anotl 


or the flood of criticism whicl 


ler, but these systems are ope? 

so many objections that the old plan of dividing a library int 
) or twelve main classes has not been superseded. The Dew 

‘utter, and Quinn-Brown classifications are burdened with 


} Witil & 


any numbers, letters, and hicroglyphics, that it is impossil 
* the public to ascertain the exact nature of a book fro 
lictionary catalogue, unless assisted by a key, although they may 
sily perceive to which of the main classes it belongs. The 
Librarian even inust make any one of these systems the subje 
' a special course of study. 
| may be thought mistaken in this, but I have only to poi 
» very few, the very few indeed, no more perhaps than ¢ 
inted on the fingers of 


one hreuned, who have adopted in ts 
rety one of these systeins. 
' 


I need say no more about these other systems; you will 
»read Mr. Brown’s “‘ Manual,” and from that you will hi 


if 


t more than I can tell you about them. 
The scheme I bring before you is by no means perfect ; 
t be perfected until it has been in actual operation ; 
ot even be utterly condemned until it has been prove 
~eless ; the foriner it has not been in my power to attempt, | 
-h may be gained by judicious criticism. 
The system then is essentially mnemonic. The basis 
nsists of twenty-six main = classes—that s, each class 


resented by a letter of the alphabet 





\. Christian religions. N. Fine arts. 
Is. Non-Christian rehyions. QO. Useful arts. 
C. Philosophy. ?. Travel and topography. 
D. Philology. (). Geography. 
hk. Literature. Rt. History. 
F. Law. S. Diography. 
i. Polities. | Theory of poetry. 
H. Sociology. . Poetry andthe Drama. 
I. Commerce. V. ‘heory and history of 
Natural science, lathe- nusic. 
inaties, &e \V. Musical scores, &ec. 
K. Natural history, animal X. Prose fiction. 
kingdom. Y. Special collections. 
Natural history, vegetable = Z. Miscellaneous. 
kingdom. 
M. Natural history, mineral 
kingdom, 
The arrangement of thre classes has not been made 


laphazard, but is based upon the growth of a man or a nation 
t is, upon what is considered the most logical groundwork 
re is. It is true that some would place philology before 
iigion, for the reason that a person inust articulate before he 
ia have a religion. ut restricting the word “ religion ”’ to its 
ost elementary meaning belief, and ‘philology ” to the 
<cience of language, we shall all agree that the babe shows more 
lief, even in its own existence, than knowledge of grammar. 
Hlowever, it is of no great importance in what order the classes 
wy be placed ; each individual user, if there ever be such, will 
ase himself entirely. But to return to the development of 
‘system. 
You are perhaps thinking that there is nothing new in 
dopting twenty-six instead of some other number of main 
‘lasses. Nor is there, but if you will examine closely the sheets 
videh you have in your hands, you will find that to each separate 
lass the remaining twenty-five class letters, with a very few 
xceptions, are capable of being added to the main class for the 
purpose of sub-division. We have thus, roughly speaking, 600 
livisions, at the cost of remembering twenty-six classes only. 
There may appear a difficulty in the use of these classes as 
sulb-divisions, for instanee, in History, shall a work on the 
History of the Christian Religion be placed in A” or “RR”? 
lor myself I should consider the scope of the work ; the history 
. religious epoch such as the Reformation I should place as 
but a historical treatise on the ‘ Thiriy-nine Articles” 1] 
shiould letter AR = Whichever mode is adopted will not 
‘uence the classification, provided that decided upon be 
vihered to throughout! and here I am glad to be able to 
epeat a word or two of advice trom Mr. Brown—‘“‘ Keep an 
ndex,” Timay say, keep an index kept up-to-date, and classify 
i HOOK the firs time it passes through your hands. 


if 





The extension then is thus 
R- History, eoneral. 
RA.—History from a Christian religious standpoint 
RB.— History from a non-Christian view. 


We have, however, still to distinguish individual books uy 
the shelves. In certain classes wkere there are a large num} 
of books it may be advisable to again divide these divisions 
adding another of the twenty-six letters. FRA would dei 
a work on the history of religious literature. You will perce 
that the actual subject of the book always governs the use of t 
letters. Usually two letters will be found sufficient, and th 
capital letters are the only letiers of importance as guides to t 
classification of a work; the rule is that the last (small) lette 
and figures only shall designate the position on the shelves, a 
this again is left to a great extent to the discretion 
librarian. ‘‘ Bede’s Ecclesiastical History” might b: 
designation RAbS5 if it were the fifth book in the second lett 
(b) of the alphabet. There are two ways by which this end 1 
be reached. One, by numbering consecutively all the books 
each sub-division ; two, by alphabetization according 
letter of the author's name, and numbering consecutive! 
books which will thus fall within each letter. By the first 
after some time, there will be no arrangement in the classes- 
any new books added must be placed at the end of its s 


+ 4 


section. By the second, alphabe tization is to a er 





l 
+ +} 


O 
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secured. Another advantage will be gained by the adopt 

this mode, as, at the expense of a small letter, very high nu 

in a large class are done wway with. In class R (Hist vy) 
lis +7 


will be iound better to arrange the books systematicalls lati 
than alphabetically, but as libraries vary as much in th 
contents as the librarians vary in their natures, ] must lea 
this, together with other small imatters, to the taste of tl 
individual, th only rule is that the letters used in locati 
be different to those used in the classification 
In the verbal use of the letters, with a little practice, it 
not be found difiicult to distinguish the meanings, especiall 
there is no division by means of points, dashes, or other m 
between the classification and location letters and numbe 
Two more items and I have finished. First, the prob! 
the classification of fiction is here to a vreat extent sol 
Second, the use of a card shelf-revister will vreatly enhance 
value of the system, as there will thus be no limit to tl 
of even the smallest or largest classes. 

Such points as the use with an indicator, the liabilit 
mistakes when the numbers and letters are eiven verb: 
not been overlook« d, but taking into eon sideration tii 
of the time at our disposal, | have thought it best to o 


discussion of these minor points. 
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NOTE ON THE DISCUSSION 


Notwithstanding the fact that there had been no time for the previous 
‘onsideration of the subject, there was a varied criticism upon classification 
in general and the system proposed in particular. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, these were nearly all adverse, and as the 
time then at my disposal was limited. it was considered best to refute those 
ol jections to the best of my power in these columns. 

Perhaps the most general objection was to a close classification being 
applied to a lending library under any circumstances, but during the last 
few years the advocates of a closer classification have made such rapid 
progress that I need hardly do more than point to that for my justification. 
Several seemed to think that Dewey's system was sufficient for all needs : 
but either British librarians have no needs, or the American system is not all 
sufficient, as it appears to be extremely slow in its advance. Whether the 
present scheme will fulfil those requirements or not time only can tell. The 
great objection to most of the American schemes is that almost every sub- 
division, and there are some thousands, has to be understood and remembered. 
or veference made to a copious index, 

The reasons that twenty-six main classes were adopted are important. 
Ist. As numbers are to be used to point to the location on the shelf it would 
not be practicable to use numbers for the classification marks, unless a 
‘ point ” were used. but these decimal points. crosses, or dashes. are the great 
drawbacks to the Trans-Atlantic methods. It was even objected that without 
these the verbal use of my scheme would be fraught with many pitfalls. 
out, although this can only be disproved by actual application, I think it a 
mistake. 2ad, The single classes into which books fall seem to number very 
nearly twenty-six ; of course a'smualler number might be used, omitting for 
preference the letters which might be mistaken for something clse, but this 
would render futile the last, but nut the least. important reason, that 3rd. 
twenty-six main classes allow a larger number of sub-divisions than would 
be found possible with a smaller number of main classes. 

Although twenty-six is the most suitable number of classes, these 
classes need not be the same as the twenty-six proposed. It was suggested 
that Sport should form a class, but this, in almost every case, is synonymous 


with “ Travel.’ When technical details are given the work would fall 
naturally into ** N"—fine arts, and then into ~ K: "N K" would thus 
vather together all works dealing with the rearing, treatment. and capture 


ot all animals, birds. and fishes. by this it will be seen that all the books 
on a given subject are gathered together, although not to an extent that 
may be called pedantic ; in fact, half-way between the old and the new 
methods, 

It very fully with the more important objections 


yor ding «af 
ig being ot! 


{ think I have de: 
of course all has not been said that might be saidj, the remainti 
less note I shall mention more brietly. 








I have said that the problem of the classification of fiction is here 
<olved, but L would add the clause “if desired :” opinions are divided as to the 
advisability of sub-dividing such a curious class. The same may be said of 
the miscellaneous class. ‘Io the letter ~ Z” it will be found possible in 
many cases to add a further letter without any incongruity. 





The location number. together with the class letters, can be placed on 
he back of a book: the classification. although not fixed, is mot frecly 
moveable, 

With the use of a eard shelf-r 
there need be no * great spaces” Jeft,as a card can be inserted on the 
acquisition of a new volume, 


‘isrer, shelf-catalogue. or stock book, 





Ad. 2. 





CAN AN ASSISTANT BECOME \ MEMBER OF 
L.A., OR MUST HE BE AN ASSOCIATE 
Dear Mr. Eprror, 


This question ought never to have been raised 
columns. There never has been a question of the right of assist 
to fall membership of the ‘* L.A.” But if they have not cared 
not had opportunity to attend the ** L.A.” meetings in the pas 
the “ I..A.” is not to be blamed that it accepted the cuincas 


the butcher, baker, &c. ; and that much of its business has 
far been conducted on general lines rather than professi 
ones. Librarianship is now rapidly extending in quantity, 

hope also in quality, and that your struggle to shape it 


professional! lines may be successful in impurting profess 
inethods I trust. As the sapling grows, so the tree stands, 
years hence if you go on as you are now going you will 
your wish—but pray you respect some of us old fogies a litt 


We have so long been used to consider librarianship as « 
particular province. and the * L.A.” our particular battle-gre 
that were you to do all at once what you hope to do, we sho 
feel more il] at ease than ever did owl in bright sunlight. Go sl 
and prosper : may you live to gather the fruit of the trees 
are planting, but don’t cut down all the gnarled old trees i 
orchard till the others are grown to b 
Yours faithfully, 


A LIBRARIAN SINCE THE SEVENTIES 
NOTES AND NEWS 


Bax! The Literary Society have presented their libra 
6,000 vols. to the Town Council. The Acts will now, i 
probability, be adopted. 

BatrerseaA.—The children’s libraries are now in work 
order, and every child of school age will be allowed to atte 
out of school hours. 

Bevrast.—The question of branch: libraries is being 
sidered by the Corporation. 

CuatHamM.—A library is to be erected at a cost of £2,250 

Cuester.—Towards the much-desired freedom of t 
burden of loans, which are crippling the work of the librar 
Alderman Sir Thomas Frost has given £1,400 to the Tov 
Council, being the first purchase cost of the Mechanics’ Institu 
which is now the Publie Library. The library has also be 
enriched by a gift of 4,000 books from Mr. Councillor Brown, 
interesting exhibition of which was arranged by Mr. Caddie, t 
librarian. 

Dusiixn.—An elevation of library, with descriptive 
notes, appeared in the * Builder ” for January 7th. 

Bast Ham.—The Council have decided ¢ pen the reading 


ne 
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ruoms in the distriet on Sundays. A temporary leading iibrary 
and reading-vooms have been opened at ‘ The Limes,’ White 
Post Lane, kindly lent by Councillor Bethall. A site has be 


acquired for a Manor Park branch. 

GuiLtpHaLL.—It is proposed to print a catalogue of 
inuseum, to cost 6s. 7d. per copy, which is to be sold at Ls. 

Hampstrap.—The Lewling Library was opened on Janua 
1st. 

Hornsty.—The tender of the Library Bureau for furnishin. 
the Central Library has been accepted, the ‘contract price bei 
£551. The Council have passed the plans for the Stroud Gree 
branch. It has a fronta uge of 93 feet and a depth of 40 fe 
The estimated cost is £3,250. — A plot of land is to be purchas 
for the Highgate brancli. The cost will be £500. Mr. James 
i.dmondson has presented a site at Muswell Hill for the brane 
for that district. Some arrangements will then be made by whi 
the residents in the detached portion of Clerkenwell may als 
make use of this branch. Mr. Llovd, of the Daily Chronic 
has sent a cheque for £240 tor the purchase of the 1,000 volun: 
which he promised to sive if the Acts were adopted. Applic 
tion is to be made to the Loeal Government Board for permissi 
to borrow nearly £4,500 for the above schemes. 

Hunni.—The Local Government Board have sanctioned t! 
raising of a loan for £6,774 for the purchase of a site for th: 
Central Library. 

King’s Lyxx.—The Town Council have adopted the Acts 
by 11 votes to 7. lt has been decided to preserve the Stanley 
Library which the present Earl of Derby established so 
40 years ago. 

LeEaMINGTON.—.A new library and technical institute is to} 

ected at a cost of £12,000, exclusive of site. 

Liverroon.—Application has been made to the Loca! 
(rovernment Board for permission to borrow £17,500 for a new 
library for South End. 

MaLvern AND Conwatu.-~Mr. Ll’. Ballard is moving for th 
organisation of village libraries here on the lines of the Middl 
Claydon experiment that has been so successful. 

MaNncHEsTER.—The Lewis trustees have given £5,001 
towards the cost of erecting a branch library at Blackley 
\t a meeting of the Society of Architects held in Dece mber, Mi 
S. Salomons read a paper on ** Development of Mancheste 
suggested improvements,” in which he urged the erection o 
art ‘gallery and reference library in a central position in Ox 
Street, the street and adjacent property to be re-built i 
form of a public square. 

Maryniesone.—TLhe library question in Marylebone has 
ulvanced to the acute stage by the closing of the excellent 
institution, the outcome of the cng vation of the Marylebo: 


ei 


Public Library Association which has ministered to the needs ¢ 
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istrict for 10 years. The Library Commit 
meeting adopted the following resolution :—‘‘ That inasmuck as 
he existence of the library in Lisson-grove has proved tli 
sirability of having a public library in Marylebone, by 
vumber of persons using it, but also has proved to the associatio1 
that to have a really efficient library is beyond the powers of t! 
ciation—it is resolved to close the library at the end of 
ur, and to concentrate the efforts of the 


+} iy | j 
tee ab tnelr las 


association upor 


securing public libraries supported by the rates.” It isto be not 
hat at the last poll one of the great arguments against 


loption of the acts was the existence of the 
Newport (IstE oF Wicur.)—Sir Charles Seeley, Bart., | 
ed £5,000 for the erection of a library and £100 per am 
urds its maintenance. 
Satrorp.—In their 50th Annual Report the Library Co 
ee call attention to the fact that in 1849 was founded 
rate-supported library in England, at Peel Park, Salf 
ere are now five branch libraries in addition. 
SovtHampron.—It has been decided to discontinue 
nnual charge of 2d. for renewal of borrowers’ tickets. 
Tortennamu.—An application has been made that the ne. 
mus shall be kept open till 10.30, but the 


if 


voluunt 








Council has refus 
he request, as they also have a requisition to adopt t 


is Act. 





{ 
yLbDESLEY.—The Rev. G. T. B. Ormerod jias offered a plot 
land on a 999 years’ lease for the erection of a technical 
nstitute, public library, and museum. , 
VENICE.—.A curious commentary on the unwisdom of sto 
idly accumulating libraries in ancient buildings comes f 
e Marcian Library. This has been stored in the Dueal Pal 
lice, and the veight of the volumes is endangering 
vutiful building and the adjacent Bridge of Sighs 
Vest HAam.—The Council are applying to the School Bi 
©500 and afterwards £300 per annum, for which sums they 
1 establish a branch of the library in every element 
1 in the district. The libraries will be supervised by 
ary staff, but will be worked by the school teachers. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Asquitu, Mr. Raymund, to be hon. librarian to the Oxford 
Parsons, Mr. E. H., assistant, Rotherhithe » be si 
stant, St. George-in-the-East. 
RADCLIFFE, Mr. J., assistant, Levt ior assist 
st Hain. 
Semyer, Mr. B, E. S., of Marylebone Liurary, to b j 


159 


Weate, Mr. W., late Keeper of the Art Library, South 
Kensington, to compile a catalogue of the bindings in the 
Department of Printed Books and MSS., British Museum. 


THE L.A. CLASSES. 


In the first number of the ‘“‘ L.A. Record ”’ appeared a full 
syllabus of the second series of technical classes that the 
L.A. has organised. The classes are as follows :— 


1, Buisuiocraray (Lecturer, Mr. H. Guppy). 


Wednesdays, at 3.30. Commencing Ist February. Ten 
lectures. 


~ 


2. CATALOGUING AS SurraBLe For Pusric Lisraries (Lec- 
turer, Mr. F. J. Burgoyne). 

Wednesdays, at 5. Commencing Ist February. Ten 
lectures. 


w 


LIBRAKY ADMINISTRATION AND MAtNTENANCE (Lecturer, 
Mr. H. D. Roberts). 
Thursdays, at 3.80. Commencing 2nd February. Ten 
lectures. 


!, Sunsecr CatraLoGuinc (DICTIONARY AND CLASSIFIED) FOR 
Pusiic Lisranies (Lecturer, Mr. J. H. Quinn). 
Thursdays, at 3. Commencing 2nd February. Six 
lectures. 
). Pusric Lisrary Learstation (Lecturer, Mr. Cecil T. Davis). 
Fridays, at 3.30. Commencing Srd February. Six 
lectures. 
All the lectures will be delivered at 20, Hanover Square, 
ind the fees will be as before. 
A more admirable series of lectures it would be hard to 
imagine, and the classes should be so full of assistants from 
libraries that there will be no rooin for outsiders. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND FREEDOM OF THOUGHT. 


At the present moment West Ham is convulsed with the 
juestion of how far periodical literature which is presented to 
the library shall be submitted to the censorship of the Com- 
mittee. For a long time the Committe has accepted weekly the 
organ of a propaganda of Materialists—it has been supplied only 
on application to readers, but by accident it was placed on the 
tables in the reading room, and the local papers began to discuss 
the matter bitterly. On an appeal to the Library Committee 
they recommended that the paper be only issued on application 
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as before ; but the Council has decided that the paper shall con 
tinue for the present on the tables of the Central Library. Wit! 
a wise liberality of thought at least one minister of religion sup- 
ported this proposal. 

At another library a bitter fight is being waged against the 
Committee because it has refused to place the organs of a 
Socialist propaganda on tlie tables. The question 1s periodically 
cropping up—the refusal is always before the public, and in 
consequence probably more attention is called to thes 
periodicals than their importance perhaps warrants, and a 
better advertisement could not be had at the price. 

Now in every district there are Materialists, there are 
Socialists, and there are extremists of every kind. While th« 
Library Committee feels that the huge preponderance of Churc!} 
of England, Roman Catholic, Wesleyan, or Baptist ratepayers 
may justify the purchase out of the rates of the special organs o 
these sects, and may not feel that it is able to purchase tli 
organs of the Unitarians, the Jews, or of the hundred other sects 
represented in the district, it has absolutely no right whatever to 
decline to accept these organs of propagandist associations 
if enthusiasts choose to present them. Equally so with other 
propagandist literature. It is a good and wise rule to 
draw no artificial lines in a public library, to establish no 
censorship of the Press, to attempt to do so is to attempt t 
crush out what may have the life spring of liberty in it. Give 
it a chance, let it go with the other papers—if the public don’t 
want it they won’t read it. Forbid it to them and at once you 
create a demand: an attempt to crush out freedom of thought 
has cost more than one king his head, it may cost a library con 
mittee the confidence of a district and wreck the work of years 

There remains the question of how far the personal pre 
dilections of a librarian or of a committee may govern books 
purchased : here is food for thoughtful consideration. Given a 
wise and impartial librarian and committee you gain a wise and 
impartial collection of books. Given a bigoted and partial! 
faddist librarian and committee, and what do you gain? A 
collection of books that represents but one phase of thought, and 
one side of all questions. 


NOTICES. 


All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Associ 
tion, or as to this journal, should be addressed to the Ho 
Secretary, Mr. B. L. Dyer, Old Brompton Road, S.W. 

All matter for the March number should be sent in o 
or before the 15th February. 

All applications for books in the library of the L.A.A. 
should be addressed to the Hon. Librarian, Mr. A. H. Carte: 
St. Martin’s Public Library, W.C., and not to the Hon. Sec. 





